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together. They are highly organized and have a strict division of 
labour: the recruiters don't take charge of the transportation to 
the brothels. On the whole eastern European women seem to be 
recruited by accident, by people they met by chance, for example 
in a cafe or on the street. The famous communist queues in front 
of shops have much to answer for: standing in lines offers great 
opportunities to contact people. The red mafia has also revital
ized old tactics such as kidnapping and blackmailing women. 
Contrary to, for instance, Dominican cases of trafficking, family 
tics d0n't playa big part in the relation between recruiter and 
victim. 

The Russian mafia is increasing its hold over sClrrounding 
countries. Trafficking in Russia has been taken over by redundant 
ex-army men, KGB officers and veterans of the Afghan War. Since 
the Berlin Wall came down it is es~imated that more than 10,000 
women have beell working against their wishes in German pros
titution. The red mafia is very active in l3erlin.ln Germany in 1993 
200 organi7etJ eastern European gangs were at work. 9 Budapest 
is an important centre for the red mafia too. Small-scale traffick
ers take Itomanian and Hussian women there and then sell them 
to w}lOle~aler~.10 

l'he bri.'ak-up 01 Ihe USSH increased traffic not just ro western 
Europe but also to rurkey. ~ince the border with Georgia and 
Azerbaijan was opened up, people from the south of the former 
Soviet Union have invaded eastern Turkey, where women sell their 
goods as well as their t1esh. 1l They have evoked the wrath of Turkish 
women, who accuse them of enticing their husbands. '1 here was 
even a popular song about these 'Natashas'. Not enough women 
are volunteering for the job, so it is likely that many 'Natashas' 
are tratllcked. l2 

The influence: of the red mafia even extends to China, where 
it puts women to work in restaurants where they have to be nice 
to the customer~ and are paid for every kiss. Chinese men stand 
in line for their services. 13 

12 Mail-order marriage
 

'I~uropeans have the tempting idea that Asian women are very 
~ubmissive. They think we are poor and therefore have to work 
in prostitution. I know many women have to, but not me,' said 
I .Jbriela, an Asian wOman who was a mail-order bride. 

Many women try to marry their way into industrialized countries, 
but they may find themselves liVing with a complete stranger who, 
nlorc often than not, will be very hard to plcase. The trade in Third 
World brides, ordered through catalob'lJeS or introduction agencies, 
is increasing. Many agencies are genuine, but a small number don't 
l,He about their clients and are pdCties to the international traf
licking of women. The women are trafficked in that they are 
lOmpletely dependent on the wjshe~ of their husbands, who 
have bought them as if they were a commodity. 

Most arranged marriages cannot be defined as trafficking. Often 
111l'l1 want to meet women or women want to meet men and they 
do so using the services of an dgency. In many cultures arranged 
Illarriages are the norm. In olhers matchmaking is a respectable 
imtitution, which works well provided the arrangement is 
undertaken on equal terms by both sides. However, there ar 
;Igcncies which don't care about the men and women they are 
illtroducing and which are only interested in making money. Some 
;lCe known to take the money without arranging any introduc
l iUI1s or to use photographs of women who don't want to marry.l 
Illrough others the woman is bought, without having the right 
10 ~tate her own wishes. Some European men who are genUinely 
\('eking a wife complain of being showered with leaflets from 
IIIlSCrupU!ous agencies. 

Such agencies can be recognized by the way they advertise the 
women - as submissive, or beautiful, or having no minds of their 
uwn. Where Third World women are advertised in the sex-tourist 
IIldustry as promiscuous, in the mail-order bride business they are 
lh:~cribed as monogamous. The brochure for Asian Contuet, which 
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bas the revealing sub-heading 'Get a Posso in Your Life', says of 
Asian women: 

Cheating on their husbands is an unknown phenomenon 
for them. Asian women can give you that little something 
that European women are lacking. They are affectionate and 
radiate an intense warmth and innocent coyness. They 
give you a lifelong friendship and real natural love. A man 
can feel himself a real man with them, something almost 
forgotten in Europe. 

The brochure advertises women from the Philippines as Catholic 
with western attitudes, well educated but traditional about matters 
such as going out alone. 

Future brides arc recruited with promises of an easier life and 
false arguments, for example that there is a shortage of women 
in western industnalized countries prepared to marry men aged 
OVl'r Soz The brochures, in fact, are aimed at men in that age 
bracket who feel they have missed out. One says, 'These women 
consider it normal, even desirable that their husband is older than 
they arc. They think elderly men deserve respect.' Young men are 
discouraged from applying, since they don't need agencies, 
whereas young women are explicitly invited to join.3 The women 
an be orclered from a catalogue listing those who are available. 

One suitor is known to have corresponded with no less than 700 
potential future brides. 

Some women will go so far as to marry a total stranger to 
escape from a life without prospects; quite a few are obeying the 
wishes of their family, who want them to better themselves. They 
are placed in a very vulnerable situation, because in most European 
countries they have to remain married for three or four years to 
obtain a permanent residence permit. in Britain, for example, their 
permit is set for only a year initially; many women remain illegally 
for YE'ars in their husband's country because he does not register 
them properly. Whether the legal length of stay permitted is one 
or four years, the system gives the husband every opportunity to 
pressurize or blackmail his immigrant wife with the threat of 
divorce before the necessary period has elapsed. The way is opened 
to abuse both in prostitution and in domestic labour. 

One agency specializing in Latin American women claims its 
merchandise is 'cheaper than a second-hand car and lasts longer', 
A leaflet advertising Brazilian women disparages Colombian 
women: 'Brazilian women have a "western" countenance, whereas 

"!Ifail-order marriage 

'olombians don't. Brazilians are smaller and their faces are more 
refined. But they are expenSive because they want to make phone 
'alls to their families and to visit Brazil.' 

Eastern European women are supposed to cost even less than 
\oulh American women. They don't have to travel so far. Some 
clients prefer them because they are western looking. Polish 
women want western men 'because they drink less', and Russian 
women are said to be attracted by the same argument. The trade 
in Polish wives started in the mid 1980s. Mostly the husbands were 
tdrmers who couldn't find a Dutch. Belgian or British woman 
willing to share life on a farm. Polish women in the north of 
England have reported being subject to domestic violence. 

Case histories 

For under £100 the agency of the foilipina Conchita proVided men 
,ill over the world with a catalogue of available women to choose 
from. The agency was based in the Netherlands but advertised for 
women in the Philippines. The men who replied weren't vetted 
dill! the women were given no choice about the men who were 
put in contact with them. Although the women didn't have to 
pay a fee, Conchita made a lot of money because she catered for 
Ilundreds of men. The women's wishes were irrelevant and there 
were no catalogues of marriageable men. 

Priscilla, aged 35, was one of the women who responded t 
(onchita's advertisements in the Philippines. She had her own 
business and wasn't poor, but she had health problems and 
wanted medical adVice and treatment. Priscilla sent her data 
III the agency. Her catalogue entry read: 'Miss Priscilla S. 
Weight ,.. , height ... , a Catholic with high school education, 
hairdresser by profession, would like to correspond with middle 
,Igcd men.' 

I rhat's how my marital problems with "John" started,' Priscilla 
told me, alternately indignant and laughing. 'He was the first to 
Il'spond to my advertisement. He told me he had written to two 
lIther Philippine women. I was his third choice. After his appoint
lIH'nt with me he was to meet the other women at the airport. I 
'llOUght there was no hann in meeting him and we rented an 
oIpartment where we could spend some time together. Seven 
hours after he arrived he asked me to marry him. I said yes, 
proViding he cancelled his appointments with the other two, 
which hedid. We married in a hurry because he was about to lose 
hi\ job, and if he was unemployed he said he could not get me 
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a visa. I found out later that this was untrue. I wanted a marriage 
of convenience, which he agreed to. No sex. 

'Later I found a postcard from one of the other two women. 
She had been waiting for him in a wedding dress and had arranged 
a big reception. She said on the card that she could kill him.' 

When they arrived in the Netherlands John took Priscilla to a 
small, dismal, run-down house. She soon realized that John was 
using her to make money when a colleague of his told her, 'Your 
husband is a lucky man. Because he is married he gets social 
security for two, instead of for one. And he has a housekeeper for 
free as welL' Priscilla said, 'I was shocked. It was true. He wanted 
me to serve him all day long. I was not even allowed to watch 
television, the electricity was loa expensive. He only gave me 
second-hand clothes and L3 a week to buy my own food, which 
was just enough to buy a little rice at the market. Sometimes I 
had to make some money for him on the side by doing other 
women's hair. He was too stingy to pay the bus fare, so I had to 
go on foot, sometimes a two-hour walk.' 

John saved all his money for his holidays. Priscilla went with 
him twice. 'They weren't holidays, but trouble tours.' On these 
occasions she was treated badly. At night she was not allowed to 
sleep because she had to guard the car. John gave her 7 kilos of 
rice, which was just enough to last for two weeks. He let her look 
on while he ale alone in a restaurant. 

On their second holiday they were accompanied by his lS-year
old daughter. Priscilla said, 'When I discovered he was abusing 
her sexually I decided to run away.' She realized that she was only 
a cover for his incestuous relationship with his daughter. With 
the help of a Dutch couple she ran away to the Netherlands. Later 
she filed for divorce. She brought a case against John, which 
lasted long enough for her to qualify for the crucial three-year 
residence period. The judge ordered her ex-husband to pay Priscilla 
the social security money retrospectively. 

Priscilla's experiences are not unique. The maniages of two other 
migrant women were the cover for their husbands' serious 
problems. One discovered that her husband had tried to rape her 
daughter, who had joined them to keep her family together. He 
also had severe psychiatric problems. The other woman was 
blamed for her husband's gambling debts: she was falsely accused 
of having spent a fortune on the telephone, when in reality he 
had lost the money gambling. 

he numbers of men with similar problems who hide them in 
marriage to a foreign woman are unknown. The majority of the 
husbands of mail-order brides have been married before. They 

frequently blame the breakdown of their previous marriage on 
the emancipation of their first Wife, and hope wrongly that an 
Asian or other foreign bride will be more submissive. For instance, 
(~abriela from the Philippines said to me, 'My husband said 
western European women are lazy, expect you to work 16 hours 
<I day and still complain about lack of money. At the time I 
agreed. But I know better now. Before [ was a submissive Asian 
woman, but now I am an emancipated Dutch woman.' She added 
with amusement, 'Now he is divorced from a second emancipated 
woman, from ME.' 

s a rule marriage agencies don't cater for bogus or paper 
marriages, which are only undertaken to obtain a residence permit 
lor one of the partners, or in which one of the spouses may be 
dcting honestly but may be exploited by the other. Some newly 
wed men have found their bank accounts plundered and their 
homes empty soon after the ceremony. Although bogus marriages 
don't fall under the heading of traffic in women, they are still used 
.IS a means for women to stay in the target countries 

l.\ogus marriages were common in the early 19ROs. In 1983, for 
I'xample, it was discovered that brothel-keepers were arranging 
1I1arriages in Malaysia because in Thailand the authorities 
demanded too many papers to validate marriages with foreigners. 
III Malaysia they were less attentive. 4 In 1991 between 5,000 and 
I(J,OOO bogus marriages were still being arranged in a small 
nJuntry like the Netherlands. By 1993 the Dutch authorities had 
Ilecome more strict and only one was recorded.s Foreign partners 
now have to apply to the police and first have to be vetted by the 
I)utch embassy in their country of origin. 

Some marriage agencies cater for the prostitution market 
directly, without bothering to find a bogus husband. In one case 
.1 mother and a daughter were recruited as secretaries for a marital 
,Igency, but at their destination they were forced into prostitu
t ion. Horrified, they left the country as soon as possible. A Russian 
woman who wanted to divorce her husband and return home was 
lll:1de to pay her fare back by working as a prostitute. 

Nedya from Morocco is one example of the relation between 
.lrranged marriage and forced prostitution. When she married for 
lile third time, she was made to prostitute herself under threat 
ollJeing divorced before her three years' residence had elapsed. 
III Morocco she had been married and divorced tWice, which 
Ilu:ant that life there had become impossible for her. Her first 
husband divorced her solely because she gave him no sons. Nedya 
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was left with three daughters to provide for. 'By the way, he 
married again and still has no son. Maybe his sperm is at fault,' 
she said cynically. She had never loved him. The marriage was 
arranged because her widowed mother could no longer afford to 
pay for her education. 

'After that first divorce I didn't know how to make a liVing for 
myself and my daughters. For a while I took all sorts of odd jobs. 
I also became a domestic worker, but the woman of the house 
fired me because she thought I was making eyes at her husband, 
which wasn't true. Then I took on any job available in the neigh
bourhood. 

'One day I met a fellow Moroccan who was on holiday, but lived 
in the Netherlands. , told him about my problems. We spent some 
time together. At one point he asked me whether I wanted to stay 
with him. I saiej yes, because I felt I had had enough of struggling 
on my own.' The man married Nedya, but didn't tell his parents. 
When they heard about it, they opposed the marriage because 
Nedya was a divorcee, Wl1ich was synonymous with being a 
'fallen woman'. What they didn't know was that their precious 
son had already been married to a Dutch woman and had divorced 
her. Neither did Nedya, by the way. His parents forced him to 
abandon Nedya, who didn't dare tell anyone that her marriage 
Ilad failed again. 

Fearing her family would find out, Nedya decided to go to 
Spain to sell trinkets to tourists. She arrived without a Visa, but 
the Spanish immigration officers let her through because she 
had a little money on her. In Spain she encountered no problems 
but she didn't earn any money either. At last she met a trucker 
who offered 10 take her to Amsterdam. He was kind. He never 
harassed her or asked her for anything. He even bought her a rail 
ticket from Rotterdam to Amsterdam. There she found a job in a 
grill room. '10 reassure my mother, I phoned her to say I was all 
right. My ex-husband had also telephoned her to ask about my 
whereabouts, and my mother, who didn't know about the divorce, 
told him where to find me. I hadn't had the courage to tell her I 
was divorced again. So one day he walked into the grill room. He 
talked me into marrying him again and I agreed. He wanted me 
to quit the grill-room job.' 

Nedya's happiness didn't last long. 'Soon I discovered that he 
needed a lot of money for his cocaine. He suggested that I work 
to pay for his drugs. According to him I could only stay in the 
Netherlands if I had a iob, which was nonsense. I had a residence 
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permit because of our marriage. I didn't mind working, but I
 
didn't know how to set about getting a job. One day he showed
 
me an advertisement for a sex club. I was angry. "If I had wanted
 
to go on the game, I wouldn't have bothered to marry you," I told
 
Ilim. He said he would divorce me if I didn't do what he wanted,
 
.Inu divorce would mean I would be deported to Morocco imme

diately. I was scared, I could not go back after a third divorce. Still
 
I didn't do what he asked. Then he started to beat me up.'
 

In desperation Nedya gave in. Her husband took her to a sex 
\ Illb, where she worked for a year. Whenever she said she wanted 
to stop he threatened to deport her. She had one more trick up 
Iler sleeve. If her daughter were to come to the Netherlands, she 
(\luld argue that she had to stay at home to look after her. So one 
llf Nedya's daughters joined them. That didn't work - Nedya was 
\('l1t to the club anyway. Every night she took home a bag of French 
Iries for her daughter, to prove that she worked in a snack bar, 
which is what she had told the girl. Instead of being easier, life mil 
Ilt'came more difficult. Nedya couldn't risk leaVing her daughter 
dlone with her husband. Later she was unable to talk about the 
'bnger she thought her daughter was in. She could only say that 
\/!l' feared the real or attempted sexual abuse of her daughter. I

Nl'dya worked less after the arrival of the daughter, which 
IIldde her husband angry. To punish her, he threatened to send 
I lie girl back to Morocco to marry her off. Nedya could take no 
Illore. She decided to risk her residence permit. Her colleagues 
.ldvised her to go to a Moroccan women's group. She made a II\tatcment to the police and was given a temporary residence
 
permit. The case never came to court.
 

Nedya's life is much better now. She has a job and is learning 
Ihitch fast. Her daughter is going to school. Her story is considered 
It> be tinged with 'cultural idiosyncrasies', but she disagrees. 
'Westerners are too quick to believe that our problems are inheren t 
III our culture. What they mean is that they don't want to do 
.IllYthing about it,' she said angrily. II ~ 

~ 

Moroccan traffickers 

Arranged marriages playa major role in many cases involVing 
~loroccan traffickers. Arranged marriage is not the same as forced 
Illilrriage: when parents arrange a marriage they suggest a suitable 
I,;/nuidate whom their son or daughter can refuse. It is assumed 
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the two will get to know each other after the wedding. In a forced 
marriage either one or both of the marital partners have no say 
in the matter. 

In some cases Moroccan traffickers who have Dutch residence 
permits introduce themselves to a girl's parents as a suitable 
candidate for marriage, or they pick up the pieces when an 
arranged marriage has failed. They concentrate on divorcees and 
other women who have to be married off, as happened in Nedya's 
case. The Moroccan recruiters have often lived in Europe for 
some time and don't have language problems. They are experts 
on both cultures and promise girls a good life in western Europe. 
Only two of the trafficked Moroccan women who were clients of 
STY had gone off alone and been picked up by European men who 
subsequently put them on the game. In four cases which came 
to STY's notice the women had been broken mentally by being 
hired out for sex to friends or relatives. 

In other cases orphaned girls arc taken in by a relative who is 
already working as a prostitute. So-called second-generation girls 
figure in yet another type of case. These are young women who 
have left their parents' traditional lifestyle in the Netherlands and 
drifted into the arms of pimps who manipulate them into pros
titution. 

Moroccan traffickers are sometimes involved in drug traffick
ing and quite often use their own merchandise. Most of them have 
records for other, non-organized crimes. There is only one case 
in STV's archives in which an internationally organized Moroccan 
gang expanded beyond small-scale traffic in women and drugs. 
A rich family enticed a girl to come to Europe. She had already 
given up her job in Morocco as a shop assistant because her 
father didn't approve at girls working outside the home. The 
rich family fenced cars and other goods and forged passports for 
new recruits, who in their turn were forced into prostitution. 

In 1994 two young Moroccan women had the courage to sue 
members of another criminal Moroccan family for trafficking. Only 
one member of the family was subpoenaed. He was a corpulent 
boy of 22, dressed in an expensive leather jacket over a multi
coloured trackSUit. He was accused of trafficking the two women, 
car theft, house breaking, fraud with pay cheques and shooting 
one of his aides during a row: he shot the man twice, the second 
time presumably to remove the first bullet. He denied this last 
charge and claimed that his aide had been shot by someone else 
during a failed burglary. 

"'ail-order marriage 

His family were all in the public gallery in the court room, which 
\Vas well guarded by armed policemen. There were also plainclothes 
policemen in the gallery, ready to stop any fighting between the 
(Idn and the girls' supporters. 

The two terrified Moroccan women sat huddled together. They 
hardly dare to look,' a sister of the accused, who was sitting next 
lo me in the gallery, whispered. Another relative said to the 
dccused's mother, 'Stay calm, as soon as the trial is over these two 
~llIts will go back to prostitution.' The mother, who was panting 
dlld unhealthy-looking, was dressed in traditional attire and was 
clearly the centre of the clan. Fortunately for the two women the 
jllcJges emptied the Court to hear their evidence behind closed doors. 

utside policemen tried to quieten the observers. 'Of COurse 
IllY mother is upset,' one daughter said angrily to a policeman. 
'She is a Widow and her innocent Son is standing triaL' When the 
Irial resumed, the public gallery was calmer. The boyan trial had 
Il('en married four times and all the marriages reputedly had to 
do with trafficking. He married one of the victims twice, the 
other once. All the marriages were arranged with the girls' families. 
l\l'Iore he married the two girls, he had already divorced a girl who 
Illight also have been forced into prostitution, according to the 
lrilnscripts of police phone taps read out in court. 

From these taps it also became clear that his mother had 
prl'ssured the women and the others involved in the case to keep 
tll(:ir mouths shut. Even the parents of one of the prosecution 
witnesses had been intimidated. On the morning she arrived in 
Illl' Netherlands, the first victim was raped at the mother's house, 
11Icked up and at midday forced into sexual relations with friends. 
Iflat same evening she was taken to a window brothel. Presently 
~lll' divorced the boy, but he kept on pestering her. According to 
111111, she asked him to marry another woman: 'She told me I was 
,I good husband and that I should find myself a new wife, according 
to Oll1 Moroccan custom.' He decided to marry her friend. The 
"Iarriage was arranged within a day. 

/\ worse fate awaited the friend because he discarded her as soon 
,I~ 'he arrived to live with him. She said in court, 'Only when I 
,lIrived in the Netherlands did I discover that his first wife was 
working as a prostitute. I married him because I assumed that in 
'Ill' Netherlands I could better proVide for my family than in 
r-,lorocco. At the border he handed me his first wife's passport, 
\VI! ill. was the only way for me to enter the Netherlands, he said. 
I linE' we went straight to the house of his mother. There he 
ddlowered me and showed me all sorts of paraphernalia for 
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prostitution, like lingerie, condoms and vibrators. I first had to 
sleep with an older man who paid him. My husband had an air 
gun with which he first shot at the birds and next pointed at me.'6 
She was also threatened by his family. 

The boy ignored his second wife and eventually talked his first 
wife into remarrying him. He promised to stop using cocaine and 
better himself so that she could quit prostitution. She believed 
him, but after remarrying him she found that nothing changed 
and ran away with the help of a teacher who noticed she had been 
beaten up. The defendant claimed he had battered her because 
she was poisoning his food. 

He was sentenced to three years in prison, but had the last word: 
'I can only say, don't marry before you are 40.' 

The British context 

In other countries members of ethnic groups also abuse the 
system of arranged marriages to force women on to the game. This 
may be done openly or undercover, as seems to be the case in 
Britain. 'Ethnic communities are not exceptionally proud of it. 
In England forced prostitution of migrant women is cloaked with 
the respectability of family life. Some migrants are pimping. 
Sometimes a woman is made to sleep with brothers and friends 
for financial gain,' several women at the Asian Women's Resource 
Centre in London said. 'They are advertised by word of mouth. 
It is hidden behind family life, especially where extended families 
are concerned. The mother goes out to find her son a wife, who 
is sometimes treated as a slave. In-laws can cause women a lot of 
trouble. Most women from India and Bangladesh come for 
marriage. Women even pay to get married. Some of them buy a 
so-called agency visa, which doesn't entitle them to stay legally. 
There is much domestic violence. We know at least one woman 
who was forced into prostitution.' 

Leslie Roberts of the International Anti-Slavery Society said, 
'Eastern European women work on farms in the north as au pairs. 
It is never organized prostitution, but there is always a neighbour 
or a friend who sleeps with them. Many women are brought to 
the north for marriage. They are not part of the community, and 
when the marriage breaks up they have to work in prostitution.' 

13 The trade in domestic 
workers 

'When we enter the room, we wish you to leave and work 
('!,ewhere. Always present yourself in the black and white uniform. 
(, )pen the door when Mr or I arrive. Don't talk to guests. 
111\\ say hellO and keep smiling.' These orders are taken from a 
\l't of handwritten 'rules of the house' for a domestic worker. The 
document, which was given to me by a worker at Kalayaan, a 
\upport group for enslaved domestic workers in London, does not 
\ldte from the nineteenth century but was written recently by a 
/lol/veal/ riche using the sort of English that even a Dutch author 
\ .Ill recognize as suspect.! 

In Britain and on the continent it is the height of fashion to 
(·;..ploit a migrant selVant. It happens, among other places, in Spain, 
Italy, France and Greece: the domestic helpers come from 
l\,lllgladesh, Brazil, Colombia, Ethiopia, Eritrea, India, Indonesia, 
t\lorocco, Nepal, Nigeria, the Philippines, Sierra Leone and Sri 
I ,lnka. 1n Greece alone there are 40,000 domestic workers, 90 per 
ll'nl of them women. Greece and the Middle East countries are 
Ilolorious for their abuse of these workcrs z 

t)11 the continent domestic workers are usually listed as 'au pairs', 
.Ill institution originally set up to further cultural exchange. 'No 
way,' said 26-year-old Filipina Virginia, who was an au pair with 
.1 Dulch family. '( had to iron till ten 0' clock at night. When I 
Illldlly met someone, I was not allowed to go out on my evening 
(Iff. '.1 

Staff members of embassies don't have to use the au pair 
I (Illvention. Because they have diplomatic status they can easily 
Illl.Umvent the national rules for hiring domestic servants. The 
Ii' \1 cases of abuse of diplomatic staff in Europe were recorded in 
1'/17. In the Netherlands at least one family with diplomatic 
illlll1unity maltreated a domestic worker and locked her up. She 

!43 


